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From the Desk of the President....

Happy November Homestead families! The second quarter of the school
year has arrived, and we have a lot to be thankful forl We are in full swing
with the school schedule and activities. Our first classroom parties went off
without a hitch (thanks Mia Olasek!), and the construction is almost
complete! The students are excited to see the playground equipment back
on the ground, and to see the Vitanovec Butterfly Garden taking shape!
HEY classes have been running smoothly (thanks to the dynamic team of Angie McCauley
and Keri Knudsen!), and the greatly anticipated school Directories have been distributed
(thanks to the Jen Paras team!). Our school received a fantastic makeover the first weekend
in November under the capable hands of Julie Brandt and a crew of volunteers! Thank you to
all the families who came out to help!!!

Market Day continues to do well this year (under the leadership of Alison Lebeck!). Get ready
for some cookies in December - a perfect after school or weekend activity for the whole family!
Thanks to all who bought pies in November!!! Market Day is an easy and delicious way to
support your school without a great deal of effort...and it makes dinner simple and efficient!

Holiday Shoppe is on Saturday, December 5" from 10am-12 noon. It's an opportunity to have
your children shop for their loved ones, under the supervision of some guided elves. You
determine the dollar amount, they choose the gifts! This is not a fundraiser, just a fun activity!
Please try to come on the 5™ If you are interested in helping, please contact Kelly Halder or
Julie Brandt (nkhalder@sbcglobal.net or julie_brandt@sbcglobal.net ).

On November 20" from 5-7 pm all Homestead students and staff are invited to participate in a
friendly contest! The classroom with the most participation in the private skate party at the
Aurora Skate Center will win LUNCH WITH THE PRINCIPAL - MRS. DECKER on Monday!!!
She will personally eat lunch with the winning classroom! Dig out your leg warmers, find your
sweat band, lace up your skates or rollerblades and bring your whole family out for a night of
classic skating fun!!! Bring your camera and get your picture with Lucky the Homestead Husky
Mascot too! J Directions are available on the website! www.homesteadpta.org

In our continued effort to save paper and money, we will continue to publish our monthly
e-newsletter in its new and improved “student-focused” format. Check out the new addition of
HIT (Homestead Information Team) Squad students writing and submitting articles as well!
Some of the team members had the opportunity to spend a day at OEHS two weeks ago for a
crash course in journalism (and even got to eat lunch at the High School!!l) We can’t wait to
read what our budding reporters have uncovered this month!

Homestead has a lot to offer your student(s). Your participation and involvement will be
remembered as time well spent with your children. As the saying goes, my door is always
open, my email is always on! Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns!
Happy Thanksgiving!

\
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Homestead PTA
Oswego School

District 308

Sincerely,
Debbi Bowman Homestead PTA President
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A Message from the
Principal & Assistant Principal

Dear Homestead Families, Patti Decker

It is hard to believe that the first quarter of school has come to an end already. The changing colors and cold morning tem-

peratures are a reminder of how quickly the year is going. Report cards will be sent home with students on Friday, November 6. This will
allow you to review your child’s report card before you attend your Parent/Teacher Conference. Conferences are scheduled for November
23-25. Please contact your child’s teacher if you haven’t scheduled a conference yet. To accommodate the conference schedule, school
will be dismissed at 1:40 on Monday, November 23" and Tuesday, November 24". There will be NO school on Wednesday, November
25" Conferences are a great opportunity for parents to talk about their child’s progress with the teacher and ask questions they may have.
Parent/Teacher conferences are a big part of the partnership between home and school in helping our students grow and reach their
academic potential.

Homestead’s Book Fair will run Nov. 18 — 24. The book fair will be open during the day as well as during evening conference hours on
Nov. 23" and 24", Please take some time to look through the large selection of books. They make wonderful holiday gifts for children,
relatives, and special friends.

Have you heard about Character Always? It is a program Homestead is using this year to support our Character Counts program. Charac-
ter Always focuses on the positive behaviors students demonstrate, providing recognition for choosing to demonstrate good character. Our
theme for October was “Going for the Gold... en Rule.” Students were given a paper gold medal to fill out when they showed respect in
the classroom, on the playground, or through the halls. Those students receiving gold medals were:

Victoria K Auyon Davion Dylan Maddie F
Cade Luke Alyssa B Cameron Kara
Rachel Samantha Donavan Shray Jackson W
Connor Cole Madison Jack Heylee
Ethan Sahishnu Vivian L Aidan L Brandon
Josh C Zoya Brendan F Gunnar G Grace
Kyle J Jack Z Ben F Isabella G Ashwin
ColinP Grace W Haley G Anna A Lugano
Declan V Diana L Mackenzie M Asaiyah F Timothy B
Alexandra D Dimitrie Brianna M Sarah | Mason
Michael Z Nick Sparsh Cody Ally
Nicole B Simran S Christopher L Justin F Dacarlos
Chandler S Kyle R Kristine Tommy Jake

Sam Samantha K Rebecca S Abby Briana
Sean B Melissa Griffin S Matthew S Anabelle B
Trevor K Patrick Brandon Jalen A Tyra

As you can see character really does count at Homestead!

Student reporters have joined the staff of the Homestead Herald!!! Earlier this year | met with Mr. Jeff Craig, principal of Oswego East
High School, Mr. Justin Query, journalism teacher at OEHS, Mrs. Judy Beirne, HIT (Homestead Information Team) Squad sponsor, and
Mrs. Lisa Mizerk, editor of the PTA newsletter to discuss ways we could develop a partnership between the high school and Homestead.
From that meeting a partnership between the journalism students at the high school and our HIT Squad has developed. Several journalism
students from OEHS spent a morning at Homestead working with 5™ grade editors from our HIT Squad and last week, several of our 3",
4" & 5" grade students spent the afternoon at OEHS with the journalism students to prepare their articles for final publication in the
Homestead Herald. | think you will agree as you look at their finished products what an outstanding job our students were able to do with
the support of the high school students. Seeing the faces of our students as they walked into OEHS to have lunch and then work with their
high school mentors was priceless! | can’t begin to thank Mr. Craig, Mr. Query, the outstanding group of OEHS journalism students, Mrs.
Beirne, and Mrs. Mizerk enough for their willingness to take on this project. We look forward to continuing our partnership throughout
this year!

With the changing weather upon us, please take some time to be sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather. Often at this time
of the year, the weather changes during the day and some of our students don’t have the necessary outer clothing to keep them warm at
recess. You may want your child to keep a sweatshirt or jacket here at school. Please make sure your child’s name is on the clothing, so it
can be returned if it is lost. If you are missing items such as jackets, please check the lost and found. We already have quite a collection of
“lost” items. During conferences all these lost items will be on tables in the front office hallway. Please check it for missing items.

Have a wonderful fall season! Thank you for your continued partnership with us in meeting your child’s needs. We wel-
come your questions, comments, and concerns as we work together to make this another outstanding year for our students.

Patti Decker, Principal Tara Phillips, Assistant Principal i@?
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Homestead Elementary Hot Sheet

PTA Contact Information

PRESIDENT
Debbi Bowman 692-7833/

mdccbowman@sbcglobal.net
VICE PRESIDENT

Randi Mollohan 585-5584/frozengators@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER
Jen Morrissey 978-4184/brijen925@yahoo.com

RECORDING SECRETARY
Larry Johnson 853-7184/larry.johnson@infor.com

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Crystal Alperin 898-9698 /donotmow@sbcglobal.net

School Contact Information
HOMESTEAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2830 Hillsboro Boulevard, Aurora, IL 60503
Phone: 630-636-3100
Fax: 630-236-7036
Attendance Line: 630-636-3101
Nurse Line: 630-636-3102

PRINCIPAL
Patti Decker /pdecker@oswego308.org

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Joan Mundsinger/jmundsinger@oswego308.org

PRINCIPAL’S SECRETARY
Donna Mason /dmason1213@oswego308.org

SECRETARY
Charlene Thoreson/cthoreson1021@oswego308.org

Useful Websites

Campbell's: labels4education.com
Guidance for Grownups: connectforkids.org
General Mills: boxtops4education.com
National PTA: pta.org

Safe Kids Campaign: safekids.org

School Dist 308: oswego308.org

Tyson Foods: tyson.com/projectaplus/
Market Day: www.marketday.com

Important Dates

November December
17th 5th Grade Music Prgm 5th Holiday Shoppe
18 - 24th Book Fair 10am - 12pm

10th Shortened Day

16th Culver’s Night

18th Winter Class Parties

18th Homestead Skate Night

19th to Jan. 3rd - Winter
Break!!!

18th Culver’s Night

19th Market Day Pick-up

20th Homestead Skate Night

23—24th 5hr Shortened Day

25th No School

26 - 27th No School -
Thanksgiving

)
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Next PTA
Meeting:

Next Homestead
Skate Night:

November 20th
S-7pm

January 12th
Tpm

Aurora Public Skate
Center

Free Childcare
Available

Website Information for Meijer Program for our school:

http://www.meijer.com/mcr/rewards. jsp
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America’s favorites made fresh’

Culvers’ Day Wednesday, Nov. 18th!

Homestead PTA website — www.homesteadpta.org

The PTA website is up-to-date and chock-full of information!
Check it out when you have a minute!

(@l (@

Angelique & Larry Johnson
Homestead PTA webmasters

HOMESTEAD HERALD
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COMMITTEE UPDATES...

Room Representative Committee

(Mia Olaszek, Olaszek@sbcglobal.net)
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Note from the PTA Treasurer

Hello Homestead Families!
At the Nov 34 PTA meeting we approved an amended budget for this school year.

Unfortunately this year’s fundraiser did not do as well as years past. We were hoping to make a profit of $11,000
but we only came in around $4,000 for our profit. Since this is the majority of the revenue that funds our pro-
grams throughout the year, many things needed to be cut from the budget this year. Previously we have pur-
chased books for the LRC at the end of the year. We will only be spending $1000 on books this year, as opposed to
the $2500 we normally give to the LRC. We have also had to cut back tremendously on the money we spend for
teacher appreciation. We usually provide dinner for the teachers during the fall parent/teacher conferences as
well as amazing breakfast and lunches during teacher appreciation week in the Spring. These extras will not be
possible this year. We have cut back on the amount of items we will be granting to the teachers this year and have
also deleted items such as the $500 Toys R Us gift card we had last year at the Fun Fair raffle. Please continue to
support the PTA by attending Culver’s Nights, Skating parties and purchasing groceries from the monthly Market
Day program. Hopefully we will have tremendous outcomes from these fundraising opportunities and will be able
to put items back into the budget as the year progresses.

Thanks to everyone for their support of the PTA,

Jen Morrissey
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COMMITTEE UPDATES...
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Suppert Your -'.'1:*'-.-\?"
Hello Homestead Parents!

Last week | mailed in the first box top submission for this year and | am excited to report that we will be receiving a
check for $1200 in December. Way to go! If you haven't already, please be sure to send your labels, upc codes, and
box tops into school with your child in either a sandwich bag or an envelope marked with the teacher’s name. It would
also be helpful to verify that all of the box tops have clearly visible expiration dates that have not yet passed. Our next
submission for box tops is in February. Hopefully we will make our $1900 goal this year!

You can check out our school’s progress online at www.boxtops4education.com In addition to watching our progress,
you may print coupons and enter sweepstakes on this website. You can also help us earn cash by shopping at the Box
Tops Marketplace for the holidays this year or by purchasing books from the Box Tops Reading Room. As you can
see, there are quite a few ways to help us reach our goal this year!

Besides box tops, our school also participates in the Campbells labels for education, Nestle water labels and Tyson
Project A+ programs. Please be sure that you send in the UPC code for the Campbells and Pepperidge Farm
products, the whole water bottle label for Nestle and the entire 1, 2, 3 label from the Tyson Products. We recently were
able to purchase a paper cutter, playground balls, games, a word library and a dvd player with our Campbells points.
It's time to start saving them up again!

On another note, due to PTA budget cuts, | will not be having any contest sheets this year for box tops as | have done
in the past. Please do not hang on to any box tops you may have at home waiting for the collection sheets.

Thank you to everyone for your participation in these programs! If you have any questions, please let me know.

Jen Morrissey
Box Tops Committee Chair

LONGRATULATIONS!

{ RE’ Thanks to all the students who entered the Directory Art Contest
4 this year. All of the entries were fantastic, and the judges had a
difficult time choosing the winners.

DIRECTORIES AR

The 2009-10 edition of the Homestead Elementary Cover - Rylie Nolan (3 Moore)

) . . . Lauren Anderson (3 Ramm)
I
Directory is here! Directories have been sent home Anabelle Bartos (KAM Williams)

to thosg families who are PTA members. It's not too Ashlyn Becker (KPM Williams)

late to join so that you too can have a copy! Nathan Brischetto (2 Rusin)

Membership is only $5, and this includes a copy of Hailey Campbell (KPM Williams)

the directory. Abbi Dannheim (1 Vitanovec)
Aidan Dusek (3 Egeland)

A BIG thank you goes out to the directory committee Peyton Finn (2 Rusin)

for all their help with editing the directory this year - Kirsten Fluke (2 Jordan)

Valerie Harris, Michelle Hough, Renee Leighner, Skylar Hough (3 Ramm)

Erica O'Driscoll, Kim Phalen, and Viki Shaw. Maksym Hubenko (KPM Manuel)

Jacob Janus (KAM Manuel)
Miranda Johnson (5 Adams)
Lucie Kupres (3 Egeland)

) ] Alissa Madalinski (1 Friedrich)
Jen Paras, Directory Chair Mason McCauley (1 O’Shea)
bandj.paras@yahoo.com Michaela Miller (1 O’Shea)

Morgan Piper (3 Egeland)
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CONTRIBUTING
STAFF
of THE H.1.T. SQUAD

Mergan Beardwine
Alyssa Filieieshia
Ryan MacHMichol
April Mizerk
Mashkenzie Mellashan
Sean Silva
Jacgueline Wellsehlaeger

CONTRIBUTING
OSWEGO EAST HIGH SCHOOL

STAFF
of THE EDGE

Elliett Goldman
Genevieve Healy
Dane Mizutani
Paige Pruneda
Audra 5t. Pierre-Beil
Johnny Savu

PROJECT COORDINATORS
Judith Beirne
Justin Heward Query

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS
MAY BE DIRECTED TO:

Jkeirned103iloswego308.org

HOMESTEAD HERALD
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New addition gives extra space,
good learning environment

by Jocqueline Wollschlaeger,
Apnl Mizerk, and Sean Silva
STAFF WRITERS

Hometead has added a new addi-
tion to its building near the library.

In the new addition there are lots
of different things.

The desks are now a different col-
or, ted, and they hawve the Charac-
ter Counts pillars on the wall in the
hallway.

There 1s more room in the new part
of the school, giving extra space for
teachers_ stodents, and conferences.

They also have comer rooms
which is cool becanse the rest of the
school does not have comer rooms
like the new addition.

Omne feature that makes these rooms
neat 13 their slanted doorways, and
that all of the addition is carpeted
with mag and has no tile at all.

Also, there are windows m the
hallways, and there is a shelf for
shoes and class materials above the
coat hanger.

“T think the mew classrooms are

mce,” another student said.

To begin with, the entire new addi-
tion to Homestead 1s for the second
grade students.

As well, there are a few new class-
speech students.

Because of this, the reading teach-
er Mrs. Garth and the speech teacher
Mrs. Hebert have their rooms here.

“T think the windows in my office
are nice and the wide open educa-
fion learning space is great,” Mrs.
Hebert said about the new wing.

To continue, the students enjoy
the new addition, making education
easier and more fim.

A student said, “All the class-
rooms are not bunched up [on leamn-
ing space].”

The classrooms are really nice and
spacious, with the small rooms be-
ing for speech and free time and the
larger ones for whole classes.

The addition to the buldng 15 a
big help to students and teachers at
Homestead.
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HIT SQUAD PAGES...

THE H.I.T. SQUAD

October, 2000

Fourth Grade Field Trip
by Alyssa Filiciechia
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, October 13th, the
fourth prade went on a field trip to
the Kendall County Outdoor Edu-
cation Center m the Hoover Forest
Preserve m Yorkwille.

We spent the day learning about
Amencan Indians for our Social
Studies umit and we took a ke
with a guide named Jessica

She told us about ways that
Amenican Indians nsed plants and
trees in their life.

Bemies were eaten. Salvia and
other plants were used for medi-
cine. Prairie grasz was made into
rope, and used with sticks to make
shelters.

We met a real Amencan Indian
named Red Hawk. His clothes were
made of animal hide and for.

He showed us mside a wigwam,
which 15 an Indian house. He taught
us how to grind com the way Amer-
ican Indians did

They used the commeal for mak-
ing bread Amenican Indians also
hunted.
wasted amything. They used bones
for tools. meat to eat, and hide for
blankets and clothes.

Red Hawk told stories about a
turtle, an opossum, and an angel.

We leamned how to make a fire
the way American Indians used to,
with sticks, wood blocks, and plant
fiber. It was hard work.

We also leamed some Indian
games. My favonte was the com
toss game. To play, you would toss
a comecob through a hoop.

Owerall, the day at the Hoowver
Education Center was fun and edu-
cational

HOMESTEAD HERALD

Homestead Elementary’s playground
returns to order for the winter season

[
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Photo courtesy of Mrs. Beime

The playground at Homestead Elementary School is back from construction and
even better tham before. The playground is almost ready to be used.

By Ryan MacNicol
STAFF WRITER

There’s a new playground coming
to Homestead Elementary School
thas Fall.

To be honest, the new playground
15 actually an old playground.

There were two orignal Home-
stead School playgrounds built in
2002 when the main school was
constructed.

Both playgrounds were used by
thousands of Homestead students
for seven years before the sec-
ond playground was tom down in
Spring 2009 to make room for the
new building addibion

The playground equipment for

playground #2 mcludes five slides,
20 swings, a climbimg bar, three sets
of monkey bars, three trapeze bars,
a ramp and a chimbing bar made of
chains.

The Homestead school construc-
was completed before the start of
the 2009-2010 school year.

The construction to reassemble
the playground started this past
September and the new playgromnd
will be ready for students to nse by
November.

The new playgromnd will include
all of the original equipment and will
be located behind the new building
addibon
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THE H.I.T. SQUAD
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Mergan Boardwine
MHeelia Ciele-5alinas
Josh Cook
Sydney Crismen
Joey Denor
Abbkey Disher
Ally Filicicchia
Jessiea Gladis
Lucie Mupress
Jeeelyn Leick
Jake MeEneaney
Ryan MacHicol
Fahim Mahmood
April Mizerk
Mackenzie Mollohan
Spencer Mesner
EBrenna Murphy
Erandon Raiz
Christepher Raiz
Sean Silva
Toemmy Silva
Kirsten Stephens
Valentina Tabares
Brooke Tenney

Jasgueline Wellsehlaeger

THEH.LT, SOUAD STAFF
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Mrs. Hunt, social worker, teaches
good character to students

by Mackenzie Mollohan and
Morgan Boardwine
STAFF WRITERS

Mrs. Hunt is the schools social
worker.

She has been working at Home-
stead for about 5 years.

She works with students that come
to her room and students m classes.
She also works with teachers and
parents to talk about student’s prob-
lems that are happening at school or
at home.

She does activiies such as games,
worksheets and role play to help
practice or help with problems.

Hunt wanted to be a social worker
30 she can work with kids and help
them solve problems and help them
to be people of good character.

Mrs. Hunt also helps plan assem-
blies about bullying and character
counts. She helps teach kids the pil-
lars.

In Kindergarten, she teaches them
the five character counts rales with
Tom the Turtle.

The first nule was treat others the
way you want to be treated.

Infirst grade she uses I Care Cat
and teaches the kids about friend-
ship and reviews the pillars on how
to be a person full of good charac-
ter.

In second grade she teaches a
couple lessons about friendship and
reviews good character males.

In third grade she does one or two
lessons again about good character
and how you can be a good person.

In 4th grade she does the bully
program that teaches kids about bul-

The 3 rules that they learn are stop.

Mrs. Hunt poses with | Care Cat and
Tom the Turtle used fo teach the six
pillars of character

walk, and talk.
The 1st one is when you tell the
person to stop whatever they are do-

mg.

The 2nd mle is to walk away or
ignore the person and whatever they
are doing.

If they don’t stop you should do
the 3rd rule which is tell a teacher or
parent what 15 going on.

In 5th grade Mrs. Hunt does a
couple of lessons on good character
because she wants them to be a per-
son of good character when they go
on to Gth grade.

As you may know she does the
character counts shuffle on Friday.
What she says at the end and what
15 her motto: “Treat others the way
you want to be freated and show
that good character counts at Home-
stead.”

Page 8



4

HIT SQUAD PAGES...

THE H.I.T. SQUAD

Octaber, 2000

OEHS journalism students help Homestead's H.I.T. Squad

by Noelia Cielo-Salinas
and Sean Silva
STAFF WRITERS

In late September six journal-
ism students from the Oswego East
to work with the fifth graders from
HIT Squad.

Noelia’s partner was named Paige
and Sean’s partners were Aundra and
Gen.

They were wonderful.

Actually all of them were.

The high school students inchuded
Gen Healy, Audra Beil, Dane Mizu-
man and Johnoy Savu

They all helped the fifth grade stu-
dent editors; Christopher Raiz, Noe-
hia Cielo-Salinas, Jake McEneaney,
Sean Silva.

A lot of people sat next to their
partner.

Sean had two buddies because
Spencer was not here.

This year, Homestead HIT
Squad, under the direction of Mrs.
Judy Bemne, has formed a parimer-
ship with the high school journalism

The high school students wall
guide us through the professional
publishing process that will result
mm a prnoted HIT Squad Happen-
mgs section for the Homestead PTA
newsletter.

The high school students gmded
the fifth grade wnters through the
process of editing and improving
their stories.

We leamned what kind of important
information to include m a news
story and how to check to make sure
our stories made sense.

HOMESTEAD HERALD

The jounalism class came to Homestead to help H..T. sgquad write thier stones.
TOP ROW (left fz right): Ellictt Goldman, Dane Mizutani, and Johnny Savu
BOTTOM ROW (left to right): Paige Pruneda, Gen Healy, and Audra Beil.

@

Also, when the OEHS journal-
1sm class came to Homestead they
helped us wnte our own story to be
posted on the school website.

Then for hinch, we went to a room
m the new addition and had some

pizza.
One of the editors, Christopher,
had so much pizza that our teacher
had to tell him to stop eating.
When we came back, we finished
up our stories and published them
online under the News section of
Homestead's website.
At the end of October, seven
thord, fourth, and fifth graders from
Homestead Elementary School were

2)

selected to travel to OEHS to again
work with the journalism class.

Alyssa Filicicchia, Ryan MacNich-
ol, Mackenzie Mollohan, Morgan
Boardwine, Jacqoeline Wollschlae-
ger, Apnl Mizertk and Sean Silva
wrote articles that will be the first to
be printed in the “H1.T. Squad Hap-
pemings” section of the PTA news-
letter in early November.

HIT. Squad is excited and grate-
ful to have this parmership with the
OEHS Journalism class.

It was so mmich fim to spend time
with the teenagers and we look for-
ward to retuming agamn after the
holidays!
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STAFF UPDATES...

Dear Homestead Parents,

Artsonia is here again! | have begun to upload pictures of your student’s artwork to the web-
site Artsonia.com. If you are not familiar, Artsonia is a worldwide art museum that is on the internet.
You can view your student’s artwork, make comments, and start fan clubs and even purchase mer-
chandise with your student’s artwork on it. Below | have included a flyer that | made that sums up the
website. Please check it out and I hope you enjoy!

Thanks,

Mpr. Kueker *

artSonia

Homestead has been participating in Artsonia since 2005 and
so far we have over 4,500 artworks posted!

WHAT IS ARTSONIA?

PARENTS WITH ACCOUNTS:

1 ! ! ¢ 1
WANT TO SIGN UP? >A (s =7 (i
( 5 1 1
1 (B-CD OBE ! 1&A#H# < 1/337 7 3=
31F/A ; 3;
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STAFF UPDATES...
S
Nurse Debi’s Corher:

Happy Fall Homestead Families! 1 [ove the colors and coolness of fall, and the promise of
holidays just around the corner. Te all want to stay well for all the fun activities ahead. So
please keep washing those hands, stay home until fevers are unhder 100 without fever reducing
medications, and stay home with frequent coughing. Please let us Khow how high your child’s
fever is and if your child has a positive flu test, strep test, Or Chicken poX. Aflso, if you do take
your child to their doCtor, it iS always g00d tO get  hote tO returnh to SChool ahd to excuse
their absence.

This is a 8reat time to make sure your children are washing their hands properly and drying well
t0 decCrease Chapping. You Cah even use color changing soap! We've all become more aware of
washing hands more, coughing into sleeves, ahd being more Careful what we touch. Hand
sanitizers are a great quUICK fix; however, remember washing with soap and water is the best
way to prevent infection.

Besides hand washing, it is also important to Stay Calm, answer your Children’s questions with
simple facts, and educate yourself on the facts. Please Visit the CDC’s website at
www.CDC.goV for information regarding HIN1. Remember to get plenty Of rest, eat a
balanced diet, exercise, and push fluids.

WKEREeminders s
Kindergartners. Please turh in your EYE EXAMS and DENTAL EXAMS ASAP!
second graders. Please turn in your DENTAL EXAMS ASAP!

New Students. Please make sure your old HEALTH records have been faxed or sent over. Please turh
in I, physicals, Eye exams and Dental exams!

Everyone. Please retnember cough drops and over the counter mediCations nheed a doctor’s order. You
Cah download the School Medication Authorization form on the district’s website. Please remember
students are hot allowed to Carry mediCations, inCluding cough drops and over the counter mediCations,
unless they have a self-Carry order (this fortm Cah also be downloaded).

Items Needed: With all the rain and mud, we go through a ot of Clothes in the hurse’s office. If you
have old clothes sizes 5-12, please send them in. I especCially heed panhts sizes 8-12, boy’s uhderwear, and
SOCKS. Tt’s alsO a good idea to Keep ah extra pair Of SOCKS in your child’s backpaCk. (Qther /tems heeded
/nclude: plastic bags, plastiC pencil Cases inh a Variety of colors (t0 hold medications), hand sanitizer, baby
wipes, paper for coloring, ahd shacks (peanhut free).

We all have added more soap ahd hand sanitizer to our lives; however don’t |et that Stop you
from enjoying life with your family! Have a wonhderful Thanksgiving and beginning to the holiday
season!

Al smiles,
Nurse Debi Rabick
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STAFF UPDATES...

8 Homestead students became Fastt Math Champions for the month of
October: Maura McCoy, Kaleb Johnson, Tajsai Terry, Nick Miravete,
Alec Kohl, Morgan Pearson, Alex Schobert, and Rahul Chidambaranathan.

What is a Fastt Math Champion?

Fastt Math is a computer program that all students in grades first through fifth use to help improve their
speed and accuracy on math facts. The program moves and adjusts to the individual needs of each
student. At the end of their daily lesson, the student plays a game to see how he or she has improved.
There is a report at the end of each game that allows the student to see the percentage of answers he or
she answered accurately, in addition to the percentage that were answered quickly.

In order for a student to become a Fastt Math Champion, the student needs to score a 95% or higher on
both their "fast answers" and "accuracy" during a game in the program.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MATH CHAMPS!I!!

"o

® e
Megan Lutgen d
Computer Lab Assistant — \J
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STAFF UPDATES...

From the school office:

Attendance Policy

If a student is going to be absent, Parents/Guardians are requested to call the school each day they are
absent. If no call has been received by 9:00 a.m. the school will call the Parents/Guardians at home or at
work.

When a student is going to be absent or late to school, Parents/Guardians should call the Homestead
attendance line at (630)636-3101. Please leave the name of your child or children, spelling the last
name of the child, your name, a telephone number where you can be reached, teacher’s name(s), and
reason for absence in order for it to be excused. Absences that have no parent phone call will be
unexcused. The attendance line is accessible 24 hours a day for your convenience. Please do not call the
teachers directly. If you have sent the teacher a note, you will still need to call the attendance line.

If you have further questions, please refer to your student/parent handbook, page 21, or call the office
at 636-3100.

Thank you,

Homestead Office Staff
I I
s
B T T e o S e e S S S S b bt S bttt
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Homework Requests per Homestead
Student & Parent Handbook

Homework requests will be honored at the beginning of the second day
of a student’s absence. Requests may be left on the attendance line on
the second day of a student’s absence when the student is called in
absent or a Parent/Guardian may call the office prior to 10:00 am to
request homework for the day. All homework requests will be available for
pick-up between 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm in the office.
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Dear Parents & Guardians,

A note is required if a child is changing their way home from their usual way that is listed in the office, if someone else
besides you will be meeting your kindergartener at the bus stop or if your child will be going home with someone else
on the bus. Listed below are the correct procedures.

The student must bring a note from home that includes:

The Full Name of the student, teacher’s name, grade and room number (listed on back) on a full sheet of
paper. If your child will be riding someone else’s bus home then you will also need to list the Full
Name of both students explaining who is riding home with whom. As long as both names of the
students are included; two notes will not be required (one from each parent).

A parent’s signature and telephone number where you can be reached if any questions should arise.

The note_must be turned into the school office for approval.

The note will then be copied on colored paper and the copy MUST go to the bus driver or the change
will not be accepted.

To Access transportation forms online:
-go to Homestead home page

-click on "school information" tab @ top of page
-Click on "FAQ"
-Scroll down to find appropriate form that will be underlined.
-click on it (you will need to download the safe and free Acrobat Reader if you do not already have it)
-Print form

***Please use the form below for any transportation changes, copies may be made. ***

Change in Daily Transportation

Date

Student’s Name

Teacher Name, Grade & Room #

Change in Transportation

(Parent Pick-up, Kids Connection, etc.)

Parent Signature & Telephone #
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2009-10 Membership Form

Welcome to Homestead Elementary School! You are invited to join our PTA and become a member of an incredible team of parents
and school staff, serving the needs of our children and our school. Our school and our students need many helping hands and hearts,
including yours. We realize that not everyone has the time to volunteer. Volunteering is not required, but encouraged. If you are
unable to volunteer your time, please consider becoming a member and giving your financial support. Your support will benefit our
children and school community. Thank you!!

Parent(s) Name:

Address:

Phone #:

E-mail: n Yes, contact me via-e-mail

Student(s) name and grade (Sept. 09)

X $5.00 = $$
Please make checks payable to “Homestead PTA”

Annual Dues $5.00 per person----

Volunteer Opportunities

Please circle any committees that may be of interest to you. Volunteers are always needed and appreciated!

Beautification

Box Tops/ Campbell’s Labels
Community Partnerships

Fundraising

Health and Safety

Holiday Shoppe

Hospitality/ Baking

Homestead Enrichment for Youth (HEY)

HOMESTEAD HERALD

Legislation

Market Day

Newsletter

Picture Presenter
Publishing Center
Reflections Art Program
Room Representatives

Special Events/ Fun Fair
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Going Green Can save you Green $$$$$$$

By: Terry Christenson, Environmental Chairman

Are you challenged by the current financial crisis and recessionary woes? While the world maybe watching Wall Street,
many of us in PTA are struggling to preserve our own checkbook on Main Street. We all know that there doesn’t seem to
be a quick fix for the economy, but there are some things you can start doing today that will have a real impact on your
family’s finances as well as the health of the environment. Here are five easy changes that you can make which will save
you money each month, all, while helping to conserve energy and reduce waste. The more changes you make the money
you can save.

Share a ride:

Car-pooling can save a boatload of money, and you don't have to own a new model hybrid to realize the savings either
(although it would be a big plus). Not sure how to start? Try to locate available commuters at work through the use of
email lists and company bulletin boards. Check with your neighbors and friends to see if you can coordinate
scheduling. In addition, see if your employer will allow you to work from home one day a week or stack your schedule
to work 40 hours in four days instead of five.

Go with a lower flow:

The average American household runs four, eight-minute showers per day, requiring about 20 gallons of heated water at
the rate of 2.5 gallons going down the drain per minute per person. Instead of turning the main water valve off on your
kids when eight minutes are up, you can reduce the water output from your showerhead to save on energy costs. Try to
install a newer low-flow showerhead to reduce your hot water consumption to 1.59 gallons or less per minute per
shower. If you're concerned about sacrificing water pressure, don't be. Today's efficient low-flow showerheads
preserve water and pressure by mixing air with the water flow. They’re also easy to install yourself, so there’s no
need to hire a professional.

Brown bag your lunch:
Buying your lunch every day during the workweek can seriously dent your budget. Even when exercising frugality, the
average cost of a meal and drink comes to at least $6 per day or $120 each month. According to the U.S. Center for
Nutrition Policy and Promotion, bringing lunch to work costs about 45-50 percent less than buying it. That means you
can pare down your workweek lunch expense to less than $15 per week. Why not Buy only what you'll consume during
the workweek to avoid wasting food by the weekend. In addition, select a variety of sandwich fixings, whole grain
breads, and ready-to-go fresh fruit and vegetables to avoid boredom. Rinse and reuse sandwich bags to reduce waste and
save even more. Alternately, tote your lunch in glass or reusable containers whenever possible. Use a cloth bag or a
shopping bag that's easy to reuse.

Wake up, smell the coffee:

Making your coffee at home will run about $0.12-0.28 per cup -- small beans compared to store-bought. Assuming the
higher end of that estimate calculates to just $1.40 per week or $5.60 each month. For that sweet price, you can afford to
take a refill to the office in a reusable travel mug ($11.20 per month) for a later pick-me-up. Why not Invest in a no-frills
coffeemaker ($15 and up), if you don't already own one. Coffee prices vary, but even fair-trade, organic coffee can be
found for less than $15 a pound. The cost of a splash of milk or flavored creamer is minimal. Keeping the disposable
coffee cup out of landfill: priceless.

Stay home for dinner:

Stay home for dinner and save. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, American households spend an average of $3,034
a year on take-out food and dining at restaurants. Curbing this habit will not only save you money, but will also reduce
the amount of plastic and Styrofoam containers being tossed into the trash. Why not plan meals ahead. You should know
what's for dinner before lunchtime rolls around, or you'll be more likely to pull out the take-out menus. Also, take
advantage of leftovers from home-cooked meals by freezing them for another night's meal. However, you may be able to
realize even greater savings.

You can also feel good about the fact that these simple strategies are good for the environment. For each money-saving
action you commit to undertake, you'll be helping to reduce energy and disposable waste every day. And, if you can
save this much each month doing it, just imagine the effect your actions will have year after year. The possibilities are
endless and the choice is yours. Try these tips and sees if going green really can save you green.
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